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Saturday, March 16, 2013 – is a very special day for the Acadian Memorial and the peo-
ple of Louisiana.  On this day we celebrate our Acadian heritage and culture at the 9th 
Annual Acadian Memorial Heritage Festival and Wooden Boat Congrès.  Mark your cal-
endars and plan to attend this unique day to experience our Acadian history and lifestyle.   
The Festival kicks off at 10:00 am with a variety of activities and demonstrations for both 
the young and old until 4:00 pm, at which time a Cajun music jam session begins and 
continues until dusk.  The Festival and Boat Congrès will be in St. Martinville, Louisiana 
on South New Market Street under the welcoming limbs of the Evangeline Oak. 

Have you ever seen one of the old turn-of-the-century Putt-Putt skiffs used by our ances-
tors in the marshes and bayous of south Louisiana?  Come and learn about their history 
and even enjoy a free ride on Bayou Teche in one of these interesting and historical 
boats.  They will be out all day along the banks of Bayou Teche.  At noon we will crown 
Madame ou Monsieur Bateau en Bois  (Mr. or Mrs. Wooden Boat) to honor the lifelong 
contributions of that person in preserving these historical Acadian craft. 

In 2012, the Louisiana State Legislature proclaimed the “Pirogue” to be the official     
Louisiana State Boat.  The year 2013 is being celebrated as the Year of the Cajun 
Wooden Pirogue, and we will have a special guest celebrate this year with us.  In       
addition, we will raffle a handmade Louisiana pirogue (valued at over $3000) during the 
Festival.   So purchase your raffle tickets either before or during the Festival for your 
chance to win this beautiful piece of Louisiana history. 

At 1:00 pm Acadians from the Melancon and Theriot families will re-enact the arrival of 
the Acadians in St. Martinville.  Come and relive that historic moment as members of 
these two families arrive on the banks of Bayou Teche in pirogues and are welcomed by 
the local priest and the Commandant of the Attakapas District. 

Enjoy live authentic Cajun music playing throughout the day and tasty Cajun food       
prepared at the Festival.  There will be jambalaya, fried catfish, boudin, cracklins, gumbo 
and a wonderful sweet booth with delicacies for folks of all ages. Drinks and beer will be 
available to wash your palate.  

Other programming includes authentic Acadian dancing of the Renaissance Cadienne 
Dance Troupe, short French vignettes of Théâtre Acadien, historic movies on the Cajuns, 
genealogy, antique cars and wooden boats on display, vendors of Cajun crafts and ac-
tivities and stories for the younger generation. 

Special guests include the International Acadian Festival of Plaquemines, Louisiana’s 
Queen Evangeline, Miss Annette Stassi, whose mother and aunt were both former 
Queens, and her princesses, Representatives of the Melancon and Theriot families will 
be in attendance and participate in the re-enactment on the Bayou Teche along with La 
Compagnie Franche de la Marine, who will hold rifle musket and cannon fire demonstra-
tions throughout the day.   

So come out on Saturday, March 16th  under the Evangeline Oak and along the Bayou 
Teche to celebrate our Cajun heritage!!   
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10a.m. Opening      
Ceremony 
 

10:30a.m. Renaissance 
Cadienne 
 

11a.m. Boat Parade on 
the Bayou Teche 
 

12p.m. Crowning of 
Madame ou Monsieur 
Bateau de Bois 
 

1p.m. Re-enactment of 
the Arrival of the Aca-
dians on Bayou Teche 
 

2p.m. Children’s hands-
on Mardi Gras with 
Cheri Armentor 
 

3p.m. Pacques/Egg 
knocking for children 
4p.m. Pirogue Raffle 
Drawing & closing 
Ceremony 
 

Until dusk, Cajun music 
jam session on the 
Bayou Teche.   

MilestonesMilestonesMilestonesMilestones    
♦ Twenty years ago, in 

March of 1993, Robert 

Dafford painted his first 

stroke of our mural, 

“Arrival of the Acadians 

in Louisiana.” 

♦ Ten years ago, in 

February 2003, the 

Acadian Memorial 

launched the project, 

“Tiles that Bind: 

Connecting Acadians of 

the Past with Acadians of 

the Future.” which was 

completed in 2009 and 

features the famly crest 

mosaics in the eternal 

flame garden. � 
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Interested in being an Acadian Memorial Volunteer?   
 

Our big annual festival is just around the corner 

and we can use all the help we can get.  If you 

would like to     volunteer for our festival, we need 

help both in preparation and during the event.  A 

volunteer could help with beer service, food       

service, as a runner, information booth attendant, 

etc.   
 

Please call our office and let us know if you are in-

terested or need more information.  This year’s fes-

tival will be on Saturday, March 16, 2013 from 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please contact us by       

e-mail at info@acadianmemorial.org or by phone at 

337.394.2258.   

About the Pirogue Raffle 
Authentic Cajun Wooden Pirogue-Handmade by Dr. Hal Bienvenu  

 
One of our festival features this year will be a raffle, and appropriately following our declaration of 2013 

as “The Year of the Cajun Wooden Pirogue,” we are raffling a handmade wooden pirogue.  Tickets are on 
sale now for $10 a chance and can be purchased from our Board members and at the Acadian Memorial.  
Tickets may also be purchased from the Acadian Memorial by phone or online by using our PayPal dona-

tion button and typing “pirogue tickets” in the notes box.  Sales for the raffle tickets will continue until 
the drawing at 4:00 p.m. on March 16th.  

All proceeds from the pirogue raffle will be used to fund an oral history 

project in conjunction with the UL Lafayette’s Center for Cultural and Eco-
Tourism. The project aims to record and preserve the stores of those men 
and women who locate, remove, restore and rebuild wooden boats of our 
ancestors found in the Atchafalaya Basin area.  Our project plans currently 

include developing educational programs from the interviews in order to 
ensure that future generations have the tools they need to preserve this 
aspect of our culture heritage.  

Call the Acadian Memorial at 337.394.2258 to purchase your raffle tickets. 

   

Specifications:  Marine Mahogany planking with Louisiana Cypress, Cedar and Cherry.   

Finished with Epoxy and Glass Laminate   

Length 15' 6"     Center Bottom 23"    Beam 45" Weight 55 lbs.         Valued at $3,000 
 

Drawing 4:00 PM on March 16, 2013  
at the Acadian Memorial Foundation Festival and Wooden Boat Congrés 

Under the Evangeline Oak, St. Martinville, LA   

Need not be present to win.  For name of winner call 337-394-2258 

 Donation $10 

    

���� call for volunteers  call for volunteers  call for volunteers  call for volunteers ���� 
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The Acadian Memorial Foundation has for the last eight years recognized the historical value of the Pirogue by featuring 

it at its annual Wooden Boat Congrès and in the Re-Enactment of the Arrival of the Acadians. The Louisiana State 

Legislature passed House Concurrent Resolution 746 on May 14, 2012 declaring The Pirogue as the Official Boat of 

Louisiana. Following the passage of the resolution, the Acadian Memorial Foundation issued a Proclamation declaring 

2013 as The Year of the Cajun Wooden Pirogue.   

The Wooden Boat Congrès, brainchild of Director Eddie Bienvenu, began as a means of honoring and displaying 

traditional South Louisiana vessels, especially those indigenous to the Atchafalaya Swamp region like priogues, dugout 

canoes and chalons, known locally as "putt-putt" boats.  Each year boat enthusiasts come from all over Louisiana and 

even other states to display their antique boats.  A Re-Enactment of the Arrival of the Acadians is always a part of this 

festival, with costumed Acadians paddling pirogues.   

Also each year, the event honors someone who has shown outstanding achievement in preserving or restoring 

traditional South Louisiana vessels.  Boaters are asked to vote and the winner is named Monsieur ou Madame Bateau 

de Bois— Mr. or Mrs. Wooden Boat.  Yes, we do have several who bring their boats.   

The public is invited to attend the Acadian Memorial Heritage Festival and Wooden Boat Congrès on March 16, 2013. 

The event will be in St. Martinville, Louisiana under the Evangeline Oak beside the Bayou Teche.  A Christening of The 

Pirogue will be conducted at the festival and an authentic handmade Cajun Wooden Pirogue will be raffled.   � 

 

The Year of the Cajun Wooden Sylvia Bienvenu 

 

Anyone interested in being a 

sponsor of this wonderful event, or 

making a donation can contact us 

at 337.394.2258 or e-mail us at 

info@acadianmemorial.org  We 

will send a list of the Sponsor Lev-

els and Benefits.   

 

 

 

View pictures of past Acadian   

Memorial Festivals on the website 

www.acadianmemorial.org and on 

our Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/acadianmemorial 
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The Wall of Names: Melancon 

The Wall of Names at the Acadian Memorial lists twelve Melancon families.  The earliest of record in          

Louisiana was that of Honoré Melancon represented on the 1766 census of Cabannocé, present day St. 
James Parish, by his widow Marie Josephe Breau and five children.  Also in Cabannocé in 1766 was 

Françoise Melancon, the widow of Joseph Terriot and their four sons.   

Seven families on the Wall of Names appeared on the 1763 census of Acadians in Maryland, their exile 

destination, one living in Baltimore and six living in Snow Hill Country.  Amant Melancon of Baltimore 
brought his family of 5 children to St. Gabriel in 1767 and before 1769 the others arrived from Snow Hill to 

settle in Cabannocé.  Those included four widows: Alexandre Melancon’s widow, Osite Hebert with six 

children and son Jean Baptiste Melancon and his family; Jacques Melancon’s widow, Marguerite 

Broussard with three children; Jean Baptiste Melancon’s widow, Madeleine Leblanc with four children and 

their son Paul Melancon with his four children; and Anne Landry, the widow of Joseph Melancon with three 

children.  Others arriving before 1769 were siblings Marguerite and Joseph Melancon and later, Joseph 

Melancon dit Dios Rose.   

Experiencing exile to England and then to France, another Joseph Melancon and his wife arrived in New 

Orleans aboard the ship La Ville d’Arcangel on December 3, 1785, and Marie Magdelaine Melancon, the 
wife of Charles Gotreau arrived a few days later on December 12, 1785, aboard La Caroline, the last of the 

seven ships of the Acadian expedition.   

They will all be remembered as the Melancon and Theriot families re-enact the Arrival of the Acadians in 

Louisiana. 

           -Jane G. Bulliard 
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B a b i n e a u xB a b i n e a u xB a b i n e a u xB a b i n e a u x    
    

Sponsored by: La Réunion des Babineaux et Granger, Inc. 
 

Installed:  2004 
 

Design: Original concept of Robert PIchette, Dauphin Herald Extraordinary, assisted by the Heralds of the Canadian 
Heraldic Authority; Coat of Arms granted on September 15, 2003, by the Canadian Heraldic Authority 
 

Blazon: Or an ox-eye daisy slipped and conjoined with two laurel branches proper, a chief of Acadia (tierced in pale 
Azur4e a mullet Or, Argent and Gules) 
 

Symbolism:  The daisy—a “marguerite” in French, alludes to the Christian name of the wife of the first Babineau settler, 
Marie-Marguerite Granger, born around 1668, who married Nicolas 
Babineau dit Deslauriers (ca. 1653-1723), around 1689.  Laurel 
branches illustrate his surname, which translates literally as “laurels.” 
Thus, both first ancestors are commemorated on the shield. The 
founding family is further enhanced by the fact that both the daisy and 
the laurel branches are joined together.  The pioneer couple appears 
on the 1693 census of Acadia at Pentagouët (Castine, Maine).  The 
couple later moved to the Dauphin River (now the Annapolis River) at 
Port-Royal (now Annapolis Royal in Nova Scotia). 
The chief (top portion of the shield depicting the National flag of the 
Acadians) is a first from the Canadian Heraldic Authority.  It reprouces 
the Acadian flag adopted by the second Acadian National Convention 
held at Miscouche, Prince Edward Island, in 1884.  Msgr. Marcel-
Fraqnçois Richard was the flag’s most ardent proponent and Mrs. 
Alphée Belliveau, née Marie Babineau, sewed the prototype of the 
flag, now preserved in the Musée Acadien at the Université de 
Moncton.  The gold star, called a mullet in English heraldry, if the “Star 
of the Sea,” a symbol of Hope, and a principal symbol of Our Lady of 
Assumption, patron saint of Acadia, chosen as such ast the first 
Acadian National Convention, at Memramcook, in 1881.   
Source: La Réunion des Babineaux et Granger, Inc., http://cafa.org/
Babineaux-FrangerFamily.html 

 

In July 2003, the Acadian Memorial unveiled the first nine mosaic family shields in our meditation garden as a part of a 
project called the Tiles that Bind.  Those first mosaics installed were Blanchard, Boudreaux, Broussard, Comeaux, 
Hebert, Leger, Richard, Thibodeaux and Trahan.  In support of the Acadian Memorial’s mission to memorialize the 
nearly 3,000 Acadians who found refuge in Louisiana, the mosaic family shields represent family names, their history, 
and genealogy of those Acadian settlers.  The mosaics symbolize how a people broken and scattered from Acadia are 
now reassembled on the banks of the Bayou Teche through the symbols of the noble and enduring Acadian culture.  
Today, there are 37 such mosaics.  
  
Traditionally granted to an individual by a country’s heraldic authority, coats of arms  depicting shields have been a 
method of identification for centuries.  The mosaics in our garden are “family” shields, which are an artistic interpretation 
of our Acadian ancestors who found refuge in Louisiana.  The mosaics tell a story through symbolic representation of 
regions of origin, occupations, achievements, religion, service and endurance.  The Acadian Memorial is researching 
and compiling such information to publish a booklet that will provide the history and symbolism of each family shield.  As 
we gather this information, one mosaic will be featured in each issue of our newsletter, “Calling All Cajuns!”  To date, the 
Cormier and Guédry mosaics have been described in our newsletters, which are archived and freely available in pdf   
format on our website, www.acadianmemorial.org 
 
The Tiles that Bind project was supported by grants from the Louisiana Division of the Arts, Office of Cultural Develop-
ment, Recreation and Tourism in cooperation with the Louisiana State Arts Council as administered by the Acadiana Arts 
Council, private donations by the families, and the Acadian Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

              the Tiles that bind         Janie Bulliard 
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Merci Bien Merci Bien Merci Bien Merci Bien     BienvenueBienvenueBienvenueBienvenue    
A warm welcome to our new and renewed         

Friends of the Acadian  Memorial Foundation:   
 

Friends with spouse, individuals or with     
library privileges 

Sandra C. Boyes, Bradenton, FL 

Mavis Arnaud Frugé, Arnaudville, LA 

Paul & Karen Guidry, Mandeville, LA 
 

 

L’Amitié D’Or Level 

Bergeron-d’Amboise Association and Research 

Group—a special thank you to this association for 

choosing the Acadian Memorial Foundation as a bene-

ficiary of their dissolution.  Their mission will continue 

through ours in honoring the memory of Barthélémy 

Bergeron d’Amboise’s Acadian descendants who 

found refuge and settled in Louisiana.   

 

L’Amitié Rouge Level 

Ernest & Deanna Freyou, New Iberia, LA 

John Errol & Karen Gautreau, Baton Rouge, LA 

For those who give the gift of money, time or expertise, 

please know that your continued support is crucial for the 

Acadian Memorial to succeed in its mission to honor the 

3,000 Acadian men, women and children who found      

refuge in Louisiana after British forces exiled them from 

Acadie. Thank you to those we may have missed and to 

many others who support us regularly, anonymously, and 

generously.   

Elsie H. Castille, Breaux Bridge, LA 

Guy Cormier, St. Martinville, LA 

Pamela Gaspard, Maurice, LA  

Paul H. & Juanita B. Gulotta, New Iberia, LA 

Dr. David & Christy Maraist, Lafayette, LA 

Pack & Paddle, Lafayette, LA 

Ronny Theriot Community Projects, St. Martinville, LA 

6 

This quarter we feature “Au Coeur de l’Acadie—Acadian 

Settlement on the Annapolis River, 1707” (at right) which 

opens to a 24” X 16” full color map (pictured above) noting 

the names and locations of habitants or residents along the 

Annapolis River based on the census of 1707. ($5)   

Lovely pewter pendants of the Deportation Cross would 

make an excellent first communion gift.  The small pendants 

($18) are a perfect fit for children, with a .75” wide cross on 

an 18 inch chain. Large pendants ($24) feature a 1.5” wide 

cross on a 24 inch chain.  

Items are for sale at the Memorial and on our website. Call 

or visit our website at the following address to place orders:  

http://www.acadianmemorial.org/store/ 

   

 

 

 



 
Novacadie Tours has been planning and conducting guided tour packages for seventeen years, accompanying many of 
 you in discovering our French/Acadian heritage in Atlantic Canada, Quebec and Louisiana. Novacadie is excited and 
proud to bring to you its second all inclusive guided tour of France. For those who have come to realize, through various 
means, where our forefathers originated and taken much pleasure in discovering the history of the French people and 
culture in America, this tour is it! The Acadian Heritage Tour to France departs on September 5, 2013 and returns on 
September 19th, 2013. Embark with us on a journey of heritage beyond all expectations and walk in the footsteps of 
these men, women and children who chose to leave everything behind and turn their heart west to the New France of 
the 17th and 18th centuries. .  
 
Stroll in the villages where many Acadians were born, villages such as LaChaussee, Martaize and LaRochelle in Poitou-
Charentes. See the churches where they prayed before leaving, the harbors that saw families boarding for a new world 
where dignity awaited them. The Acadian Heritage Tour will also cover the regions where many were forced to return 
during and after the Deportation. These areas include Saint-Malo, Nantes and Belle Ile-en-Mer in Brittany, Archigny, la 
"Ligne Acadienne" and others. Experience with eyes and heart what they saw and felt...but, with all the comfort we've 
come to expect in the 21st century! This tour is likely to be for many of you, the fruition of years of historical and genea-
logical research, if not of your own family heritage then of the very essence of Acadie itself.  
 
The Acadian Heritage Tour also includes castles, cathedrals, the Normandy coast, WWII sites and of course, the best 
food and wine known to man! Say yes to the finest castles and cathedrals in the world! Yes to some of the finest cultural 
and natural wonders on earth. Yes, to the Normandy coast and the indescribable pleasures of great food and wine! Yes, 
to Paris, la grande ville. And yes, to a deeper appreciation of our Acadian heritage! The Acadian Heritage Tour to 
France, September 5-19, 2013.  

For additional information, contact Brenda Comeaux Trahan at 337.288.5914 or e-mail her at                     
brenda@cajun-lagniappe.com 

 

Brenda is the Louisiana contact for Novacadie Tours and will be happy to provide itinerary details and pricing 

 

 

Acadian Heritage Tour in FranceAcadian Heritage Tour in FranceAcadian Heritage Tour in FranceAcadian Heritage Tour in France    



Telephone: 337-394-2258 

www.acadianmemorial.org 

info@acadianmemorial.org 

Acadian Memorial Foundation, Inc.       

P. O. Bos 379                                        

St. Martinville, LA 70582 

121 South New Market St. 
St. Martinville, LA 70582 

Visit the Acadian Memorial 

Acadian memorial  
2013 events calendar 

 

FEBRUARY 2013 
February 27— Genealogy Workshop, 10-11:30 a.m., Acadian 
Memorial, 
2nd Floor.  Free and open to the public.  Check website for up-
dates on topics and guest presenters. 
 

MARCH 2013 
March 16—Acadian Memorial Festival, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Evangeline Oak Park, St. Martinville.  Museum style festival 
highlighting Cajun traditions and music, wooden boat show, an-
tique car show, theatre, Mardi Gras mask making, cooking dem-
onstrations, re-enactment of the arrival of the Acadians on the 
Bayou Teche.  Includes raffle for a hand-made pirogue.  
 

March 27 - Genealogy Workshop, 10-11:30 a.m., Acadian Me-
morial, 2nd Floor.  Free and open to the public.  Space is lim-
ited, call 337.394.2258.  

                      

APRIL 2013 
April 24—Genealogy Workshop, 10 –11:30 a.m., as noted 
above 

 

MAY 2013 
May 22—Genealogy Workshop, 10 –11:30 a.m., as noted 

Calling All Cajuns!  
A Publication of the Acadian Memorial Foundation, Inc.   
Editor: Christine Duhon Brosky 

 

 

Open 10:00 am to 4:30 pm daily,  

except for major holidays 

Current admission: $3 for ages 13 and up includes: 
Acadian Memorial & Cultural Heritage Center  
 

Guided tour packages are also available.  
Tour groups and field trips are welcome!   
Please call for rate and reservations.  
 

Curator and Director:  Michelle Verret Johnson                       

Tourism Cordinator:  Jessie Thibodeaux                                 

Docent:/Tourism & Curator’s Assistant:  Cynthia Champagne                                                 

Docent/Historian/Tour Guide:  James Akers                           

Docents:  Laura Alexander, Merlin Champagne, Amelie “Emma” 

Green, Patty GuteKunst 


